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ABSTRACT

This research aims to (1) study local political dynamics affecting the election
of Provincial Administrative Organization (PAO) council members in Kalasin Province,
(2) analyze factors within local political dynamics that influence citizens' decision-
making in electing PAO council members in Kalasin Province, and (3) examine the
relationship between local political dynamics and citizens' voting behavior. This study
employs a mixed methods research approach with a sample of 393 eligible voters
from Somdet District, Constituency 1, Kalasin Province. Data collection instruments
include questionnaires and in-depth interviews. Quantitative data are analyzed using
descriptive statistics and Pearson's correlation, while qualitative data are analyzed
through content analysis.

The research findings reveal that (1) local political dynamics in Kalasin
Province related to PAO council elections demonstrate the highest overall mean score
across three dimensions: candidate activities, political networks, and political culture,
with candidate activities showing the highest mean. (2) Citizens' voting behavior in
Kalasin Province regarding PAO council elections is at the highest level. The study
demonstrates that citizens possess the highest level of awareness regarding PAO
council elections, recognizing that such elections significantly impact quality of life,
economy, and public services such as transportation systems, electricity, and water
supply. Furthermore, citizens prioritize candidate characteristics including responsibility,
honesty and integrity, rationality, and social virtues. (3) The relationship between local
political dynamics and citizens' voting behavior in Kalasin Province shows that all three

dimensions of local political dynamics exhibit moderate to high positive correlations
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with citizens' voting behavior (r = .58 to .76), particularly the relationship between
candidate activities and electoral campaigning (r = .76) and overall voting behavior
(r=.72). The key findings indicate that robust, transparent, and effectively communicative
local political dynamics play a crucial role in stimulating citizen participation and
decision-making in local elections, which constitutes a vital factor for sustainable

qualitative development of local politics within the democratic system.

Keywords : Local political dynamics; Voting behavior; Provincial Administrative Organization,

Political participation; Kalasin Province
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