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Congratulatory Message

of

Venerable Phra Theppariyattivimol
Rector, Mahamakut Buddhist University
In the Opening Ceremony of the UN Day of Vesak
4 May BE. 25512008)
At the National Convention Center, Hanoi, Vietnam

Most Venerables, Venerables, Friends in

the Dhamma, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of Mahamakut Buddhist Uni-
versity, one of Buddhist universities in Thailand,
I feel very pleased and honored to be provided
an opportunity to deliver my speech to you all in
this grand gathering of Buddhist leaders from
various countries on the auspicious occasion of
the UN day of Vesak, the most important day for
the Buddhists over the world. The celebration is
held, on a yearly basis, to commemorate the Lord
Buddha’s great, incomparable contributions to
the world.

The Lord Buddha’s Teachings are un-
conditionally admitted as ‘Messages of Peace’,
and all Buddhist, both monks and laypeople, in-
tentionally follow and bring into practice the
Teachings on the grounds that the world may be
in peace and harmony. This is because Buddhism
emphasizes on the abolition of all Kilesas, the
main root causes of the world dilemma, rooted
and brewed in the mind of each individual per-
son.

ZNINININON
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Most  Venerables, Venerables, Friends in

the Dhamma, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As I know, the issue of ‘Global Warm-
ing or Climate Change’ is one of the topics tabled
for group discussion so that the solution mea-
sures based on Buddhist Teachings may be
reached. This issue as I could remember, was
raised by me in my speech in last year’s forum.
My suggestions to solve the problem lay on the
‘Four Noble Truths’ , which were very clearly
described by the Lord Buddha. They are Suffer-
ing, Causes of Suffering, Extinction of Suffer-
ing and the Path to the Cessation of Suffering.
The principle of ‘Four Noble Truths’ , it can be
said, is the most perfect problem solving proce-
dure ever discovered by human beings. Other
measures, though effective, will become ‘less in
value’ should they be compared with the Bud-
dhist method. Possibly, the other mundane means
will not only lead to the undesired destination,
but on the other hand, increase the dilemma in-
stead.

Buddhist University.
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According to Buddhism, solving any
kinds of problem starts with the ‘problem analy-
sis” process to locate the real, critical problem,
followed by detecting its root causes, setting the
goal and designing the solving strategies. How-
ever, Buddhism always points out that all the
problems arise from ‘inside’ the minds of man,
referring to the Kilesas or defilements that are
deeply rooted and brewed in the mind of indi-
vidual man, and the single means to address the
problem is the mitigation and abolition of all
defilements, the major root causes of all prob-
lems or all unwholesome actions.

After having done ‘an x-ray’ on the
world-confronting problem through your inner
eye of wisdom, all will agree with me that it is
nothing but man’s uncontrolled needs or Kilesas
that are the main factor of the world’s dilemma
pending solution like the global warming that
effects the climate change accompanied by the
very fresh problem of ‘food crisis’ or even the
disaster of the ‘Nargis’ cyclone attacking one of
Buddhist countries, the Union of Myanmar. All
the scientific reports conclude that the problem
of warming world is caused by the deforestation
and unlimited consumption of natural resources,
thus rendering another effect to the environmen-
tal decay. A question will be raised here, ‘From
what does such situation arise?’ The reply is that
it arises from ‘Kilesas’ or defilements dormant
in man’s mind. They are Greed(Lobha),
Hatred(Dosa) and Delusion(Moha), which are
branded as the main roots of all unwholesome
actions. As mentioned above, to solve the global

dilemma is to mitigate and, at last, put an end to
these three major root causes, through the Bud-
dhist strategies set by the Lord Buddha, that is,
the ‘Noble Eightfold Path’ or, in another word,
‘Majjhima Patipada’ that can be concluded in
the principle of “Tri Sikkha’ or the ‘Three Steps
of Training Process’, comprising Sila(Precept),
Samadhi(Meditation) and Panna(Wisdom).

Most

the Dhamma, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As we all are well aware, our planet earth
is now faced with various burning problems and
being burned with man’s kilesas lying in indi-
vidual man’s mind. It is, therefore, the time for
all groups of Buddhist followers to pool their
efforts and put in further motion the ‘Wheel of
the Dhamma’ or ‘Dhammacakka’ which the Lord
Buddha had rolled for nearly three thousand
years for the benefit and happiness of the world.
It is expected that this assembly will find out
effective measures to solve the world dismay and
concretize their cooperation to implant the ‘Mes-
sages of Peace’ in the mind of people, whilst
moving the ‘propagation movement’ energeti-
cally and tirelessly.

By the Grace of the Triple Gem, may
this conference achieve the success that is ‘very
tangible’ and all the organizing committee mem-
bers and all participants be healthy, physically
and mentally, and enjoy a sustainable growth in
the Buddhist Teachings.

Venerables, Venerables, Friends in

Thank you.
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“We may have the case of a person who
is cast into prison for the theft of a half-penny,
penny, or for a hundred pence or, again, we may
have the case of a person who is not cast into
prison for a half-penny, for a penny, for a hun-
dred pence. .

“Who is cast into prison for a half-penny,
for a penny, or for a hundred pence ?

“Whenever any one is poor, needy and
indigent, heis cast into prison for a penny, or
for a hundred pence.

“Who is not cast in to prison for a half-
penny, or for a penny, or for a hundred pence ?

“Whenever any one is rich, wealthy, and
affluent, he is not cast into prison for a half-penny,
for a penny, or for a hundred pence?

“In exactly the same way we may have
the case of person who does some slight evil deed
which brings him to a state of misery, or again
we may have the case of another person who
does the same trivial misdeed, and expiates it in
the present life. Not even a small effect mani-
fests itself (after death), not to say of a great one.”

Cause of Adverse Results
Good begets good, but any subsequent
regrets on the part of the doer in respect of the
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good done, deprive him of the due desirable re-
sults.

The following case may be cited in il-
lustration :

On one occasion King Pasenadi of
Kosala approached the Buddha and said :

“Lord, here in S@vatthi a millionaire
householder has died. He has left no son behind
him, and now I come here, after having conveyed
his property to the palace. Lord, a hundred lakhs
in gold , to say nothing of the silver. But this mil-
lionaire householder used to eat broken scraps
of food and sour gruel. And how did he clothe
himself? For dress he wore a roge of coarse
hemp, and as to his coach he drove in a broken
down cart rigged up with a leaf-awning.”

Thereupon the Buddha said :

“Even so, O King, even so. In a former
life, O King, this millionaire householder gave
alms of food to a Pacceka Buddha called
Tagarasikhi. Later, he repented of having given
the food, saying within himself: ‘It would be
better’ if my servants and workmen ate the food
I gave for alms.” And besides this he deprived
his brother’s only son of his life for the sake of
his property. And because this millionaire house-
holder gave alms of food to the Pacceka Bud-
dha Tagarasikhi, in requital for this deed, he was
reborn seven times in heavenly blissful states.
And by the residual result of that action, he be-
came seven times a millionaire in this very
Savatthi.

“And because this millionaire house-
holder repented of having given alms, saying to
himself : It would be better if my servants and
workmen ate the food. Therefore as a requital
for this deed, he had no appreciation of good food,
no appreciation of fine dresses, no appreciation
of an elegant vehicle, no appreciation of the en-
joyments of the five senses.

“And because this millionaire house-
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holder slew the only son of his brother for the
sake of his property, as requital for this deed, he
had to suffer many years, many thousands of
years, many hundreds of thousands of years of
pain in states of misery. And by the residual of
that same action, he is without a son for the sev-
enth time, and in consequence of this, had to
leave his property to the royal treasury.”

This millionaire obtained his vast for-
tune as a result of the good act done in a past
birth, but since he repented of his good deed,
he could not fully enjoy the benefit of the riches
which Kamma provided him.

Beneficent and Maleficent Forces

In the working of Kamma it should be
understood that there are beneficent and malefi-
cent forces to counteract and support this self-
operating law. Birth (gali), time or conditions
(kala), personality or appearance (upadhi) and
effort (payoga) are such aids and hindrances to
the fruition of Kamma.

If. For instance, a person is born in a
noble family or in a state of happiness, his fortu-
nate birth will sometimes hinder the fruition of
his evil Kamma.

If, on the other hand, heisbornin a state
of misery or in an unfortunate family, his unfa-
vorable birth will provide an easy opportunity for
his evil Kamma to operate.

(Busiantiunih)
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Phramaha Prokhoun, Ph.D.

Faculty of Humanities,, MBU

E lderly people have seen
. changes during their lives.
They have seen development
and change of things in this
world. Changing can be di-
vided into two periods : old pe-
riod and new period. People of
two periods have seen develop-
ment and change of things in
many fields:

In the field of agriculture.
Forty years up, we used oxen
or buffaloes in ploughing the
fields. We used sickles in har-
vesting the crop. Nowadays, we
use machine in ploughing the
fields. With the machine, we
can plough a lot of rai of the
rice fields. We, in the vanguard
of modern technology, use the
reaping machine in the rice

I oo Al e

fields. In investment of cultivat-
ing rice in modern times, the
machine consumes a lot of fuel.
We use lots of money on petrol
in this work but it saves man-
power. In the old days, we
reaped rice in the rice field by
using man-power and it took
much time to complete the
work.

In the field of recreation.
In the field of recreation, in the
past, we used the vinyl disc
when we listened to songs from
record-players. There was only
one song on each side of the
disc. Afterwards, we used long
play records. It contained six
songs on each side of the disc.
After that period, we used cas-
settes for recording the songs

R} Nguwiu - nsnAN leddae

and playing the cassettes in the
cassette player. Since then we
have used cassettes to record
the sound of music, the sound
of birds, etc. And in the mod-
ern age, we use CDs (compact
disk) for recording the songs.
People of forty years old or
older have seen the develop-
ment of these technologies dur-
ing their lifetimes. Compact
disks are now popular both in
the capital and in the country.
In former days, when there
were performances of nang
talung (shadow puppet),
manohra of the south and
molam of the northeast of Thai-
land, we used the pressure
lamps (ta kiang chao pha yu) in
these performances. After that

|GT5])



period, we used electric genera-
tors for producing electricity.
Nowadays, there is electricity
in nearly every village in Thai-
land.

In the field of communi-
cation. In order to contact our
relatives, friends, in the old
days, people would send a let-
ter to them. A letter took a few
days to reach them. If people
had an emergency, they would
send a telegram to them. In the
country, the post office is
mostly situated in towns. Some
villages are far from P.O.
People went by bicycle to P.O.
for sending the letter. Nowa-
days, people use mobile phones
to contact each other on every
occasion. Some houses have a
home telephone. So people can
communicate with one another
immediately by telephone.

In the field of transport.
In the past, people in the coun-
try used bicycles to go to the
markets. They went by bicycle
on the bumpy road. After that
motorcycles decreased the
number of bicycles. Nowadays,
we use motorcycles and cars
and we rarely see bicycles on
the roads. And now we confront
with gas crisis, that is to say, the
price of gas is increasing

In the field of education.
Fifty years back, pupils in the
first year of the primary level
used slates for their study. In
some schools in rural areas,

laa

pupils sat learning on the floor.
They went on foot to their
schools. Some schools were far
away from their homes. It took
much time to reach there. The
teachers’ instruments were talk
and chalk.

At universities, lecturers
used chalk for writing on the
blackboard. Since then they use
white-board markers for writ-
ing on the whiteboard. Nowa-
days, in the vanguard of tech-
nology, teachers or lecturers use
instructional aids such as pro-
jectors, and the computer in
their teaching. More than half
of lecturers in universities can
use computerized programs
with great skill to teach their
students.

In the field of commerce.
In the old days, merchants used
abacuses to calculate money
when we went to market for
trade. The Chinese traders cal-
culated the price of goods by
using abacuses. And also bank-
ers used abacuses to calculate
interests of their clients. In the
modern age, merchants use cal-
culators to calculate the price
of goods. Bankers use calcula-
tors or calculating machines to
calculate interests. Abacuses
are now out of date. The elec-
tric calculators are in fashion.

In other fields. In former
times, we lit the paraffin lamps
(takiang nam man kad) at night.
It seemed that one bottle of par-

affin was 2 baht. Now, electric-
ity is used everywhere except
that some houses are far away
from community. In ordination
ceremony and marriage cer-
emony, people used the pres-
sure lamps and later on they
used generators to generate
electricity. Nowadays, they use
electricity. In the vanguard of
technology, the daily lives of
people in the modern age are
rather comfortable than the
daily lives of people in the old
days.

Conclusion. In retrospect,
we may see that development
of technologies carries on.
People of two periods have seen
development of many things.
People of the new generation
can see the modern technolo-
gies in their daily lives but they
have not seen any development
of things in the past. So people
of older generations have seen
development of things from the
past to the present day. In the
modern age, people cannot
keep up with the development
of technology. Many models of
notebook computer are pres-
ently available at the market.
New ones are marketed every
year. In the modern age, it is
certain that people have a ten-
dency to chase after develop-
ment of technology.

feteted
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