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CHAPTER 4
NATURE OF KAMMA

“As you sow the seed so shall you reap
the fruit.” (SAMYUTTA NIKAYA)
Is one bound to reap all

that one has

sown in just proportion?
Not necessarily! In the Anguttara Nikaya the
Buddha states :

“If any one says that a man must reap
according to his deeds. In that care there is no
religious life nor is an opportunity afforded for the
entire extinction of sorrow. But if any one says that
what a man reaps accords with his deeds, in that
case there is a religious life and an opportunity is
afforded for the entire extinction of sorrow.”

In Buddhism therefore there is every possi-
bility to mould one’s Kamma.

Although it

that “not in the sky, nor in midocean nor entering

is stated in the Dhammapada

a mountain caveis found that place on earth , where
abiding one may escape from (the consequence of )
an evil deed,” yet one is not bound to pay all the

arrears of past Kamma. If such were the case,

emancipation would be an impossibility. Eternal suffer-
ing would be the unfortunate resuit.

One is neither the master nor the servant of

d
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this Kamma. Even the most vicious person can by his
own effort become the most virtuous person. We are
always becoming something and that something de-
pends on our own actions. We may at any moment
change for the better or for the worse. Even the
most wicked person should not be discouraged or
despised on account of his evil nature. He should
be pitied, for those who censure him may also
have been in that same position at a certain stage.
As they have changed for the better he may also
change, perhaps sooner than they. Who knows what
good kamma be has in store for him ? Who knows
his potential goodness?

Angulimala , a highway robber and the

murderer of more than a thousand of his brethren,
became an Arahant and erased, so to speak, all his
past misdeeds.

Alavaka, the fierce demon who feasted on
the flesh of human beings, gave up his camivorous
the first

Ambapali , a courtesan, purified her charac-

habits and attained stage of Sainthood
ter and attained Arahantship.

Asoka, who was stigmatized Canda (wicked),
owing to his ruthlessness in expanding his Empire,
became Dhammasoka , or Asoka the Righteous, and
changed his career to such an extent that today
“Amidst the tens of thousands of names of monarchs
that crowd the columns of history their majesties and
gracious nesses, serenities and royal highnesses and
the like the name of Asoka shines, and shines almost
alone, a star.”

These are few striking examples which serve
to show how a complete reformation of character can
be effected by sheer determination.

It may so happen that in some cases a
lesser evil may produce its due effect, while the
effect of a greater evil may be minimized.

The Buddha says :

“Here, O Bhikkhus, a certain person is not
disciplined in body, in morality, in mind, in wisdom,

has little good and less virtue, and lives painfully in
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consequence of trifling misdeeds. Even a trivial act
committed by such a person will lead him to a
state of misery.

“Here, O Bhikkhus, a

disciplined in body, in morality,

certain person is
in mind, in wisdom,

does much good, is high-souled and lives with
boundless compassion towards all.

“A similar evil committed by such a person
ripens in this life itself and not even a small effect
manifests itself (after death), not to say of a great one.

“It is as if a man were to put a lump of
salt into a small cup of water. What do you think.
O Bhikkhus ? Would now the small amount of water
in this cup become saltish and undrinkable ?

“You, Lord.”

“And why ?"

“Because, Lord, there was very little water
inthe cup, and so it became saltish and undrinkable
by this lump of salt.

“Suppose a man were to put a lump of salit
Ganges. What think you, O Bhikkhus?

Would now the river

into the river
Ganges become saltish and
undrinkable by the lump of salt ?

“Nay, indeed, Lord.”

“And why not ?”

“Because, Lord, the mass of water in the
river Ganges is great, and so it would not become
saltish and undrinkable.”

“In exactly the same way we may have the
case of a person who does some slight evil deed
which brings him to a state of misery, or, again, we
may have the case of another person who does
the same trivial misdeed, yet he expiates it in his
present life. Not even a small effect manifests itself

(after death), not to say of a great one.

(Emdaafumi)
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Introduction

Before his ordination, Kaludayi served as one of min-
isters in the Sakyan court, and was nominated as the leader
of the tenth mission to do the most important task, ie.,
invitation of the Lord Buddha to Kapilavastu, after the fail-
ure of the past nine missions. According to the Buddhist
scripture, Kaludayi was born on the same day as the Lord
Buddha in the family of one of the king’s ministers at
Kapilavastu. He was a play fellow of Prince Siddhartha (the
former name of the Lord Buddha), when they were still
young. After Prince Siddhartha had left the secular life, go-
ing forth in the Great Renunciation, and achieved the En-
lightenment becoming the Buddha six years later, he went
to Rajagaha, the capital city of Magadha, where King
Bimbisara was at the time the ruling monarch. The Lord
Buddha was staying in the bamboo grove (Jetavana) near
the city, rolling on the Wheel of the Law.

King Suddhodana heard of what was going on, and
wished to invite his Great Son back home after six years of
departure, and preach the Sakyans the Noble Truth, too. To
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fuffill his wish, the king sent nine missions to Rajagaha to

invite the Lord Buddha on his behalf, but none of them
retumed. He then decided to send Kaludayi as the leader of
the tenth mission to bring home the Lord Buddha. Like
other nine groups, Kaludayi and his men were ordained and
later attained the Arahantaship, the highest level of achieve-
ment in Buddhism. The venerable, however, never forgot
the task assigned by the king, and when it was the time, he
invited the Lord Buddha to travel to Kapilavastu.

Ven. Kaludayi's Diplomatic Language

In an attempt to invite the Lord Buddha back to the
Sakyan capital city, the Venerable expressed his expertise
in diplomacy, saying his invitation words in verse praising
the beauty of the journey. The full text of Venerable Kaludayi's
verses praising the beauty of the journey comprises 64
poems in total, describing the path from Rajagaha to
Kapilavastu, and roadside surroundings including the weather
in the months of spring which was considered the proper
time for the Lord Buddha and his Bhikkhu followers to
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travel to Kapilavastu as invited by his royal father, King
Suddhodana. The verses presented here are 21 selected
poems showing Venerable Kaludayi's expertise in poetry

and rhetoric skill.

Twenty—one Selected Poems
1. Now the trees crimson glow, Dear Lord, and cast
Their ancient foliage in quest of fruit.
Like crests of flame they shine irradiant
And rich in hope, Great Hero, it’'s the hour
2. Like a royal tower adorn’d with precious stones,
In beauty and glory the trees shine
With their red shoots and still young buds.
'Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence
3. On top there exist blossoms in full bloom,
That art delightful, pure, beautiful and fragrant,
On both sides of the road the trees stand glowing.
‘Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.
4, Bearing abundant fruit, the grown-up trees,
That can help relieve hunger and thirst,
Stand on both sides or the path we’ll pass.
"Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.
9. With feather of various colors like green,
That art eye-striking and heart-catching,
Birds sing with joy in a sweet melody
'Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.
10. Wildlife of various kinds innumerate,
With standing ears and eyes widely open,
Run to and forth all around in alert.
'Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.
12. Like mother of pearl well-form'd by nature,
In beautiful shapes and of soft as gold touch,
Sands shine and glitter all day and night.
'Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.
13. Neatly-levell'd, softly-touch’d and purified,
Adorn’d with fragrant flora, fum’d with good smell,
Landscape flourishes in great cleanliness.
"Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.
17. Sitting on lotus flowers fully open,
Singing joyously and flying all around,
Art lively with their mates wing’d fowls.

ol

'Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.

18. Briskly collecting syrup from flowers in bloom,
A group of bees fly murmuring to and forth,
All over directions smell of honey spreads.
'Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.

19. Maddening and hooming, wild elephants in must,
From the cave of a hill run in flock.

A silver stream flows idly from the watershed.
"Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.

21. Gracefully dancing on the top of the mountain,
Foliow'd by their mates, a flock of peacocks,
Joyously sing songs in a sweet melody.

"Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.

39. With their naughty trunks, young male elephants,
That play in high spirit with the females,

Hooming whilst running all around.
"Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.

42. Divine musicians, magicians and half-human birds,

In chorus sing and play musical devices,

Traveling in the deep forest that's pleasurable.

'Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.
49. Upon the rise of the full moon at night,

People in each family full of delight,

To their belov'd ones tales and fables tell.

'Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.

56. Like a city where celestial beings reside,
Kapilavasty, the city of the Sakyan clan,

In great splendour, beauty and joy shines.
Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.

59. Dress'd in royal costume, Sakyan princes look great,
Wearing the best ornaments gold-and-jewe! made,
That art compar'd with gods in Tavatimsa heaven.
Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.

60. King Suddhodana the Great, that's thy father,
Yearning to behold thee, O Lord of recluses,

Sent for thee ten times the ministers and suite.
'Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.

61. Never hath the king beheld thee, and heard thy voice,
Fell in deep sorrow he who's the king of Sakyans.
May thou, O Lord of recluses, help relieve his grief.
'Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.
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The Buddha visited Kapilavastu at the request of Kaludayi Thera

62 In hope the field’s plough’d,
In hope the seed is sown,
In hope of winning wealth merchants fare over sea.
The hope | cherish, may that hope be realiz’d.

64. Not over hot, nor over cold,
Nor over sunny, now the season of the year
Cover'd with vendure the soil looks pleasant.

'Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence.

Ven. Kaludayi's Great Success

Upon the end of the Venerable’s invitation verses,
the Lord Buddha accepted his invitation to return to
Kapilavastu. It is a great success of the Venerable's mission
as assigned by King Suddhodana, while it also means the
king's success in bringing back home his son after six
years of departure. The point to be discussed here is ‘Is the
Venerable’s success entirely based on his diplomatic ex-
pertise or, partly, on some other underlying factors, as well
?' It cannot be said that the sole diplomatic aspect is the

decisive factor of this success. There should some other
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factors involved. Some of them comprise the Lord Buddha's
transcendent wisdom in overseeing the matter, vertically
and horizontally, that leads to His decision, the King's
health problem because of his old age, and the King's
unshaken and determined intention, considered the most
important one. as can be seen from his ten times’ sending
of ten missions to invite the Lord Buddha Politically, it
implies that there is not any political problem likely to occur
due to the Lord Buddha's return to the domicile, more-
over, it can also be interpreted that the King and his
supporters can secure a complete control on the state,
meaning there would not be any harm to the Lord Buddha
and the ruling monarch himself

When the sky Is clear, and the moon comes out of

the clouds, 'Tis time, Great Hero, that we set out hence Il
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