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Introduction

As generally admitted, all
higher learning institutions, both
secular and non-secular, are com-
mitted to perform the 4 mandatory
functions, i.e., teaching, research-
ing, social services and cultural
protection and promotion. The
secular universities’ responsibili-
ties are exclusively accentuated on
producing competent workforce to
feed the labour market in both pub-
lic and private sectors in the pro-
portion deemed necessary for na-
tional development to meet with
the state policy. As for non-secu-
lar universities like Buddhist uni-
versities/colleges; however, they
are bound to carry out other func-
tions than those in mention. This
is because, as Buddhist organiza-
tions, they have to play the role to
protect and strengthen Buddhism
by means of producing competent
religious successors and, as mes-
sengers of peace, propagating
Buddhist Teachings to the world.
While doing so, Buddhist univer-
sities/colleges are inevitably re-

quired to help solve the problems
of the community where they are
situated, or even the world, when
it suffers the dilemma. This is to
abide by the Lord Buddha’s say-
ing to the first group of his monk
followers to ‘go forth delivering
the message of peace for the ben-
efit of the many and for happiness
of the many, for help of the world
and for security of the world’.
The World University Presi-
dents Summit held during 19-22 July
2006, in Bangkok, Thailand, con-
cluded that there exist two major
concerns encountering the world,
that all higher educational institu-
tions are requested to seriously
take care of, and put their effort in
concert to solve, i.e., the problem
of warming world or global warm-
ing and that of worsening humani-
tarianism, adding that when the
planet earth is faced with such di-
lemmas, what universities/col-
leges do to save it, and that uni-
versities/colleges are capable of
producing whatever graduates as
they wish, but fail to produce those

the Praoblems of Giobal Warming
and Warsening Humanitarianism

with humanitarianism, or produce
man as man.

World in the Buddhist
Concept

According to Buddhism,
there are three kinds of the world,
namely, the world of formations
(Sankharaloka), the world of be-
ings (Satvaloka) and the world of
land or earth (Okasaloka). The first
kind of the world implies all the
compounded things or sankhara in
Pali terms, both living and non-liv-
ing, that are existing in the globe
and falling under the common rules
of change, destruction and non-
essentiality, or in Pali terms,
Aniccata, Dukkhata and Anatta.
The second kind refers to the world
of human beings and all classes of
animal, both seen and unseen by
eyes. The last kind signifies the
planet named ‘Earth’, one of eight
planets in this particular solar sys-
tem, where all the above-mentioned
types of world are dwelling and liv-
ing. Moreover, there are also an-
other two kinds of the world men-
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tioned in the Buddhist texts, i.e.,
external and internal worlds, to be
defined to the body and mind of
human beings, respectively.

Should there be raised a ques
tion, ‘What kind of the world is ac
centuated at most by Buddhism?’,
an answer shall go that the
Satvaloka(the world of beings) is
specially focused by Buddhism,
and even in the case of Satvaloka
itself, the mind, which is defined
as the inner world, is put under a
special care of Buddhism. This is
because Buddhism holds that al-
most all the positive and negative
phenomena faced by the world
arise from human beings, and, let
say, from their own mind, that is
motivated by either righteous or
unrighteous root causes hidden
deeply in the bottom of mind.
‘Mind precedes all mental states.
Mind is their chief, they are mind-
wrought. If with impure mind a
person speaks or acts, suffering
follows him like the wheel that fol-
lows the foot of the ox.” (Dhamma-
padagatha No.1). And another
verse says, ‘Mind precedes all
mental states. Mind is their chief,
they are mind-wrought. If with pure
mind a person speaks or acts, hap-
piness follows him like his never-
departing shadow.” (Dhamma-
padagatha No. 2)

Problem of Warming
World

At present, the world is be-
coming warmer, thus causing a
great concern to all the countries
all over the globe. The main causes
of the problem, to mention few,
encompass the deterioration of
natural resources, consequent
upon the uncontrolled consump-
tion of the global treasures such
as petroleum and woods, as well
as the man-made toxic matters, for

example, carbon dioxide emitted
from modern inventions like auto-
mobiles and gas-consuming ma-
chines, and that generated by the
incomplete combustion of burned
trees and herbal waste.

According to a scientific re-
search, the global temperature at
the time being is increasing at an
accelerating rate, and it further re-
veals that in the past, it took ap-
proximately 5,000 years for the
world’s temperature to rise by 1
degree Celsius, but from now on it
will take just 50 years to do the
same. A number of academic docu-
ments reported the rapid solution
of ice crystal in both the North and
South poles, and as a conse-
quence, the phenomena of “El
Nino” and “La Nina” have bro-
ken out, effecting the floods,
droughts and changes in the
course of ‘warm’ and ‘cold’ water
streams in the oceans. All these
terrible events, which have been
never seen before, have rendered
great threats and risks to the sur-
vival of the world. It wonders that
this signals “The Second Com-
ing”* as written by W. B. Yeats, a
famous English poet in the early
twentieth century.

However, the global warming
as mentioned above, though it is a
great concern confronting the
world, is indeed an ‘external heat’
that affects an ‘external’ world, here
implying both the earth as well as
the body of human beings. There
still exists another kind of heat
burning the mind of human beings
all the time and knowing no extinc-
tion. It is the ‘inner or internal’ heat.
Once the Lord Buddha said in the
Adittapariyayasutra, ‘Perpetually
burned are the sense-organs,
sense-objects and mind of mankind
by the fire of greed(L.obha), the fire
of hatred (Dosa) and the fire of

* ‘The Second Coming’ is a poem written by W. B. Yeats, warning mankind of
the disaster likely to happen, if the message of God is neglected, not brought into
practice. The first coming, according to Yeats, is the coming of Jesus Christ, that
means love, peace and happiness, but the second coming is absolutely opposite.

oo

delusion(Moha). Absolutely peace-
ful is the complete extinction of
these three kinds of fire.” Thus,
there arises a question pending an
answer from the higher education
institutions, especially Buddhist
universities/colleges, ‘How can
human beings survive amidst both
external as well as intemnal heats?’

Problem of Worsening
Humanitarianism

After the World War 1I, all
the countries the world over, espe-
cially the new-born nations that are
called either ‘underdeveloped’ or
‘less-developed’ or ‘developing’
countries, have been, more or less,
falling in the labyrinth of severe
competition to upgrade themselves
to the status of ‘developed coun-
try’. This could be achieved, they
thought, through the development
of human resources to the extent
that they are competent enough to
develop technology and know-
how, or at least, know how to use
them properly. Towards this end,
the related policy has been de-
signed, and higher education in-
stitutions become a hope. To com-
ply with the government policy,
higher education institutions have
developed their own curricula or
learning programs, with a particu-
lar emphasis on modern technolo-
gies and know-how deemed inevi-
table for development of the coun-
try, for example, engineering, archi-
tecture, industry, computer sci-
ence, and so on.

As a matter of fact, man is
composed of two main substances,
namely, body and mind. To de-
velop these two aspects of human
beings, the educational philoso-
phy focuses on the development
of “Four H’s”, standing for Head,
Heart, Hand and Health. This
means that in training students all
schools and educational institu-
tions are required to integrate the
four fields of study comprising
knowledge, ethics, arts and health
care. It is no good at all, should
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any field of training is lacking or
over-emphasizing.

There is a saying very often
quoted in the field of education,
‘Man is the product of education.’
Then, what will happen if most of
graduates have been trained or
developed more in the fields of
knowledge and technology, but
less in the fields of ethics and arts?
Certainly, the human resources
might have been trained in the
fields 1n need for the national de-
velopment, and graduates might
have been produced as intended,
and the countries might have been
developed as hoped, but what is
about the quality of life of man as
man? How can the educational in-
stitutions be assured they have not
produced, to the nation, the ‘ro-
bots’ who lack humanitarianism, full
of competency to work alone with
machines, but without interaction
with other human fellows in the
society as proper as human beings
should treat one another. A lot of
examples can be found at the time
being, specifically in the countries
calling themselves ‘developed
countries’. The more developed in
the field of technology and knowl-
edge the nations become, the more
crimes and suicides have been in-
creasing.

Buddhist Concept Toward
the Two Problems

As for the problem of warm-
ing world, it can be said, with no
reluctance, that Buddhism is the
religion very friendly to nature.
Take for instance the life of the Lord
Buddha himself. Historically, the
Lord Buddha was born in the grove
of Sala trees, enlightened under the
shade of the Bodhi tree, and passed
away in the forest of Sala trees.
Moreover, He spent most of his life
in the forest: the temples like
Jetavana and Puppharama were
situated in the parks full of various
kinds of trees. In the Vinaya or rules
laid down by the Lord Buddha for
the monk and nun followers to fol-
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low, there are a number of articles
prohibiting monks and nuns to cut
down the trees or do any harm to
the trees and greenies(Bijagama
and Bhutagama). Even in the
Suftanta Scripture, there are sev-
eral sutras dealing with practicing
meditation, where the followers
were directed to go to the jungle,
caves and the roots of the tree,
where they can stay and practice
meditation amid the natural sur-
roundings. Once the Lord Buddha
said, “Inspiring, indeed, is the
place where arahantas dwell, be it
a village, a forest, a vale or a hill.”
(Dhammapadagatha No. 98)
Therefore, with a view to res-
cuing the globe from the rapidly
increasing temperature, the Bud-
dhist followers, both monks and
lay people, have contributed more
since the time of the Lord Buddha
till the present. In Thailand, where
the deforestation is rampant, and
the natural resources are in the
state of great risks, Buddhist
monks who are dwelling in the for-
est temples have taken a prominent
role in preserving the forest, land
and water, especially the water-
shed forests. The clusters of trees
that are still remaining green and
rain-drawing are mostly the places
where the temples are situated,
while the places all around have
been left barren of big trees. Not
only does the role of Buddhist
monks help protect the nature, but
they also propagate the Buddhist
teachings for the people to mitigate
their greeds, or in other words,
unlimited needs, which are the
main cause of environmental de-
struction, as once Mahatma
Gandhi, the late great leader of In-
dia, said, “‘Human needs are unlim-
ited, but natural resources are
limited.” Then, through abiding by
the principles of the Buddhist
Teachings, human needs can be
reduced step by step to the opti-
mal level that can be gratified by
the limited natural resources; oth-
erwise, they will be further de-
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stroyed, and the global tempera-
ture will continue increasing to the
extent that all living things cannot
be residing on this planet any
longer.

As regards the internal
world, the mind of man, which is all
the time being burned by the fire
of defilements or Kilesas like the
fire of greed, hatred and delusion,
it is the direct, undeniable respon-
sibility of the Buddhist followers
to mitigate and, finally, put an end
to them, and at the same time, teach
or advise some other people to do
the same for the sake of their own
spiritual coolness. For monks, the
statement they proclaim while re-
questing for ordination by the pre-
ceptor indicates ‘the deliverance of
all defilements to achieve ‘Nib-
bana’ as the ultimate goal of living
the sublime life. Even the lay dis-
ciples themselves, whilst giving
donation or observing the Pre-
cepts, also speculate them as the
factors to the achievement of the
complete extinction of the fire of
defilements. According to Bud-
dhism, the Lord Buddha taught
nothing but ‘the absolute extinc-
tion of suffering’ that could be im-
plied as the coolness of both the
external world or the world of land
as well as the internal world or the
human mind.

So far as the problem of the
worsening humanitarianism is con-
cerned, all the religions, be they
theistic or atheistic, teach their fol-
lowers to bring into practice the
principles of ‘Love’ and ‘Loving-
kindness’ for the sake of their
peaceful co-existence. By this, the
followers are taught to love God
as well as their own selves and their
neighbours. The principle of love
or loving-kindness ensures the
perfection of humanitarianism,
through which human beings shall
treat one another and even to their
being fellows, and it also guaran-
tees the peacefulness and happi-
ness of mankind.

However, the all-surpassing
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teachings of Buddhism entirely
emphasizes on the self-indepen-
dence of mankind through practic-
ing the Three Buddhist Training
Systems, i.e., Precept(Sila), Medi-
tation (Samadhi) and Wisdom
(Panna), the fulfillment of which is
ensured to lead directly to the full
freedom of human mind.

Role of Buddhist
Universities/Colleges

As earlier mentioned, the
Buddhist Teachings can be applied
to help solve the problems of both
global warming and decaying hu-
manitarianism. The role of the Bud-
dhists universities and colleges,
branded as either Theravada or
Mahayana Buddhism, is to propa-
gate and spread them to the com-
munity worldwide, in order to draw
the world’s attention to Buddhism
as an effective medicine to cure the
ailing world.

Therefore, Buddhist univer-
sities or colleges that are deter-
mined to offer the training pro-
grams in the fields of humanities
and social science with Buddhism
as core subject shall be firmly strict
to their own principal disciplines.
As an evidence, the problems of
global warming and declining hu-
manitarianism are mainly caused by
human beings who have been
trained more in technology and
know-how, but less in the field of
humanities and sociology. It is an
excellent opportunity widely open
for the Buddhist universities to
step in and fill the gap or the pit
experienced by the nations by
means of manufacturing graduates
equipped with high competency in
the disciplines of their orientation
so that the society may be liber-
ated of the encountering dilemmas.

In the globalization age, a
country succeeds in the develop-
ment of modern technology and
know-how becomes the pride of
some other countries, and the man
well-versed in the technology and
know-how is also the pride of the

ac

society. This despite the fact that
it is a turning point of humanity to
lose its own ‘humanity’ and start
to be an engine or, in other words,
a robot itself. The loss of human-
ity leads to the deterioration of
humanitarianism to the extent that
man may regard himself as ‘inhu-
man’. As a result, he shall foster
the attitude of ‘inhumanity’ toward
his human fellows, as well. Under
such circumstances, one who is in
the state of losing ‘Right Concept’
psychologically dares to do what-
ever actions even greatly harmful
to mankind.

Suggestionsand
Recommendations

As the Lord Buddha said,
“The unity of the group brings about
the success’(sabbesam sang-
habhutanam samaggi vuddhisa-
dhika). This implies that working
alone, though successful, may ren-
der just a slight impact upon the
society, while working together in
the form of ‘movement’ or ‘group’
or ‘unity’, whatever to be called,
shall affect the society in a large
scale. Therefore, it is suggestible
hereby that all the Buddhist uni-
versities and colleges worldwide,
both in the Theravada and Maha-
yana traditions, join hands to es-
tablish the federation by the name
of ‘International Federation of
Buddhist Universities’ (IFBU), of
which all Buddhist universities and
colleges are requested to subscribe
as members. The executive board
shall be formed up to manage the
organization, of which the related
details have to be worked out.
Through this channel, it is sure that
all the federation members will
unite their efforts to help solve the
world’s problems, effectively and
efficiently. Moreover, the Federa-
tion’s functions will also lead to
the resource sharing as well as the
academic cooperation programs
amongst the member institutions,
and in the long run, the rating of all
Buddhist universities in terms of

educational standards and quality
assurances will be also set up in-
stead of those ruled out by the
public body, which is by no means
considered beneficial to the Bud-
dhist educational institutions. The
establishment also coincides with
the theory of the across-border
higher education, which is now in
the process of promotion by most
of higher learning institutions
around the world, though not yet
concretized so far.

Conclusion

As the Buddhist strong-
holds to promote and protect Bud-
dhism against external undesirable
attacks, whilst propagating the
principles of Buddhism to the
world community so that they will
coexist peacefully, the Buddhist
universities/colleges are required
to popularize to the world the Bud-
dhist Teachings that can absolutely
cure the world of its confronting
dilemmas, be they the problem of
warming world or that of worsen-
ing humanitarianism. However, to
achieve the goal, all of them have
to cooperate and share resources
among themselves in order to be
much stronger and healthier. In fact,
Buddhist societies are very pow-
erful in all aspects, but in lack of
concrete cooperation their appear-
ance to the public eyes seem very
weak and fragile. Now it is the time
for all the Buddhist universities/
colleges to unite their strength and
resources ; otherwise, they will
miss the ‘Last Train’ and suffer a
great regression, and at last the
extinction, which in turn will se-
verely affect the security of Bud-
dhism.

An English proverb saying,
‘United we live, divided we die’,
shall be applied to the situation of
Buddhist educational institutions
at the time being and in the long
run.
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THE WORKING OF KAMMA
“By kamma is this world led.”
ATTHASALINI

The working of Kamma is an intri-
cate law which only a Buddha can fully
comprehend. To obtain a clear understanding
of this difficult subject it is necessary to
acquaint oneself with thought - processes
(cittavithi) according to Abhi - dhamma.

Mind or consciousness, the essence
of the so called being, plays the most impor-
tant part in the complex machinery of man.
It is mind that either defiles or purifies one
. Mind in fact is both the bitterest enemy
and the greatest friend of oneself.

When a person is fast asleep and is
in a dreamless state, he experiences a kind
of consciousness which is more or less pas-
sive than active. It is similar to the con-
sciousness one experiences at the moment of
conception and at the moment of death (cuti).
The Buddhist philosophical term of this type
of consciousness Bhavanga which means
factor of life, or indispensable cause or con-
dition of existence, Arising and perishing ev-
ery moment, it flows on like a stream not
remaining the same for two consecutive mo-
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ments.

We do experience this type of con-
sciousness not only in a dreamless state but
also in our waking state. The course of our
life we experience Bhavanga thought -mo-
ments more than any other type of con-
sciousness. Hence Bhavanga becomes an
indispensable condition of life.

Some scholars identify Bhavanga with
sub - consciousness. According to the Dictio-
nary of Philosophy sub - consciousness is “a
compartment of the mind alleged by certain
psychologists and philosophers to exist below
the threshold of consciousness.”

In the opinion of western philosophers
sub - consciousness and consciousness co -
exist. But, according to Buddhist philosophy,
no two types of consciousness co- exist.

Nor is Bhavanga a sub - plane. It
does not correspond to F. W. Myer’s sub-
liminal consciousness either. There does not
seem to be any place for Bhavanga in
Western Philosophy. Perhaps we may to us-
ing these philosophical terms with different
meanings.

Bhavanga is so called because itis
an essential condition for continued exist-
ence. Life - continuum has been suggested as
the closest English equivalent for Bhavanga.

This Bhavanga consciousness, which
one always experiences as long as it is
uninterrupted by external stimuli, vibrates for
a thought - moment and passes away when
a physical or mental object enters the mind.
Suppose, for instance the object presented is
a physical form. Now when the Bhavanga
stream of consciousness is arrested, sense -
door consciousness (paiicadvaravajjana),
whose function is to turn the consciousness
towards the object, arises and passes away.
Immediately after this there arises visual con-
sciousness (cakkhuvinnana) which sees the
object, but yet knows no more about it. This
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sense operation is followed by a moment of
the reception of the object so seen
(sampaticchana). Next arises the investigat-
ing thought - moment (santirana) which mo-
mentarily examines the object so seen . This
is followed by the determining thought -
moment (votthapana) when discrimination is
exercised and freewill may play its part.
On this depends the subsequent psychologi-
cally important stage Javana. It is at this
stage that an action is judged. Whether it be
moral or immoral . Kamma is performed at
this stage. ’

If viewed rightly (yonisomanasikara),
it becomes moral; it wrongly (ayonisoma-
nasikara) immoral . Irrespective of the de-
sirability or the undesirability of the object
presented to the mind, it is possible for one
to make the Javana process moral or im-
moral. If, for instance, one meets an enemy,
anger will arise automatically. A wise per-
son might, on the contrary, with self - control,
radiate a thought of love towards him. This
is the reason why the Buddha states:

“By selfis evil done,

By self is one defiled,

By selfis no evil done,

By self is one purified.

Both defilement and purity depend on
oneself.

No oneis purified by another.”

It is an admitted fact that environ-
ment, circumstances, habitual tendencies and
the like condition our thoughts. On such
occasions freewill is subordinated. There ex-
ists however the possibility for us to over-
come those external forces and produce moral
and immoral thoughts exercising our own
freewill.

An extraneous, element may be a caus-
ative factor, but we ourselves are directly re-
sponsible for the actions that finally follow.

It is extremely difficult to suggest a

asy
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suitable rendering for Javana.

Apperception is suggested by some.
Impulse is suggested as an alternative ren-
dering, which seems to be less satisfactory
than apperception. Here the Pali term is
retained.

Javana, literally, means running. It is
so called because, in the course of a thought
- process, it runs conequently for seven thought
- moment, at times of death, for five thought
- moments with an identical object. The men-
tal states occurring in all these thought-mo-
ments are similar, but the potential force differs.
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* Modernism or modernity refers to a historical period which began in
Western Europe with a series of cultural, social and economic changes during the
seventeenth century , and it is usually characterized by three features: first, cultur-
ally, a reliance on reason an experience conditioned the growth of science and
scientific consciousness, secularization and instrumental rationality; second, as a
mode of life it was based on the growth of industrial society, social mobility, market
economy, literacy, bureaucratization and consolidation of the nation-state and
third, it fostered a conception of the person as free, autonomous , self-controlled
and reflexive. Opposed to traditional forms of thought and life, modernity can be
conceptualized as a mode of social and individual experience that is shared by many
men and women all over the world due to the expansion and prestige of scientific
enquiry, technological‘innovation, political models of democracy and nation-state
boundaries and the subjective drive for self-development. Modernism is inherently
globalizing (Kuper and Kuper, 1996: 546
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