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For most of people in our modern-capitalistic
world, money is the first thing or the first factor for
human beings, and sometimes the only thing that
measures success in their life. Money can buy power
and we can say that money can buy anything in this
world. Money can sometimes even buy one’s own
life. Hence, money has become the primary goal for
most people in present time. We cannot deny that:

Money can buy a beautiful wife but not a good
wife.
It can buy a friend but not a good friend.
It can buy stationary but not poet hood.
It can buy relatives but not good relatives.
It can buy house but not a warm family.
It can buy followers but not their honesty and respect.
It can buy a watch but not time.
It can buy sex but not love.
It can buy a bed but not sweet dream.
It cannot buy ethics, but it can destroy it."
The above statement it reminds us that

money is not always important; rather it becomes

@ Phramaha Phongprabhakorn Surarin
Research Scholar Department of Pali and Buddhist Studies Banaras Hindu University

important only when we need to use it. It is a
misconception to believe that money is the most
important thing for everyone. It seems to be more
important than anything else In the present society.
Money is not always the right answer or path for
people searching for real happiness. There are many
rich people in the world who are not happy because
they search for external happiness neglecting
internal happiness, which is psychological. Real
happiness does not come from material wealth. In
spite of the great scientific progress, we have
become less happy and more miserable, being
enslaved by our own desires.
Buddhism, happiness

happiness. The Buddha said: “Sabbatha Dukkhassa

Sukhau Pahana” Happiness is the result when the

According to

internal is not eternal

causes of suffering have been uprooted’ and “Natthi

Santiparau Sukhay” Peace is the highest bliss.’

One important thing that defines success in

our lives is our career. Different careers dictate the

This 1s a statement of Luangpoe Jaran, Buddhist Thai
Monk.
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different goals and measurements for success. A
teacher’s success can be measured by many things
such as getting Professorship or getting a high
position at the faculty or university, writing a famous
book or convincing everyone to accept his
knowledge For a scientist, success in life depends
greatly upon researches. One line of formula that
can prove his theory to be true can lead him to great
success. For a writer, one may succeed if one’s book
gets on the best-selling shelf in the bookstore or if
one’s work gets published in a magazine. For a
musician, a number of CDs or tapes that have been
sold can be counted as the measurement of success.
So, the other measurement of success in one’s life,
besides money I1s the degree of success in one's
career.

Success in human life is often measured by
numbers. Therefore, everything that can be counted
can be used as a measurement. Again, these
measurements vary with each career. But for a writer,
it 1s probably the number of books that have been
sold out or for a musictan it might be the number of
CDs or tapes sold. In fact, it is the nature of people to
always want to compare themselves with others.
Money is involved in almost every career perhaps
that is the reason why people always look at money
as primary measurement of their success .Money is
not always important and certainly cannot buy
everything. However it is often the cause of one’s
pain and suffering, because money and success are
still the ultimate goals of modern world. Some
societies consider wealthy people to be ‘good’.
Hence, they must fight over things that they want for
themselves without considering ethics. In fact,
richness and goodness are not synonyms. Being
rich does not always mean being a good person.

Some societies value money more than ethical

Jrynyony

values. In this way, we can clearly see that in such
societies, the ....creation of big cities which are built
to make money the main goal.

In Jataka dated 2555 B.E., the Buddha
compared money and property as venomous snake:
“One day, when the Buddha and Ananda were out
on their alms round, they came across a piece of
gold on the road. Pointing to the gold piece, the
Buddha said, “Ananda, look. There I1s a venomous
snake over there.” Looking in the direction of the
gold, Ananda replied, “Yes, Lord Buddha, | see. That
indeed is a snake.” The Buddha nodded, and the
two then continued on their alms round.

It so happened that a father and his son
were working in a nearby field. When they overheard
the Buddha's conversation with Ananda, they were
curious and decided to see the snake for themselves.
When they got to where the Buddha and Ananda
were standing earlier, they were pleasantly surprised
to see, not a snake, but a gold piece. The father was
ecstatic and said to his son, “This is no snake. The
Buddha must have been mistaken. This is a piece of
gold.” He then picked up the gold and took it home

with him,
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Now the piece of gold actually belonged to
the king. A thief had broken into the treasury earlier
and had dropped this gold piece on the road as he
made his escape. When the king found the missing
gold in the farmer’'s possession, he arrested the
farmer assuming that he was the thief who had stolen
it. It was then that the farmer finally understood that
when wealth is not pursued in an ethical manner, it is
like a poisonous snake. **

In the Noble Eightfold Path, the Buddha
teaches us about nght livelihood. The Buddha
teaches that we should earn our living In an ethical
manner. We should not engage In businesses that
involve gambling or the buying and selling of
intoxicants, living beings, or guns.

From the above story, we can see that
money can create and destroy everything in one’s
life. This story is an example of noxious greed for
money. The other example is when a son kills his
father or mother due to money or property. Husbands
kill their own wives and wives also kill their husbands
due to money. So, money can change a good person
into bad person because of greed and greed lead to
suffering.

There are some western theologians who
criticize the doctrine in Buddhism regarding suffering
concluding that it is a pessimistic view of the modern
world and I1s described as a negative religion. Claude
Whitmyer disagrees with this claim. He contends in
his article “Doing Well by Doing Good”:

“If we carefully consider with the right view,
we will see clearly that, suffering is really present in
the world, despite our many and varied attempts to
deny it and get on with our mundane routine life. The
deepest, most persistent suffering comes from

attachment to our desires, and our inability to accept

*  Dhammapada. Verses and stories eeero Central Institute

of Higher Tibetan Studies Saranath Varanas! pp wea-sew.
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the inevitability of change. Attachments cease when
we let go our fixed notions about the world and begin
to accept things as they are. As a result, suffering
ceases. The way to learn to do this, the Buddha tells
us, is to practice the Noble Eightfold Path".’

It is believed that every coin has two sides
so if we see one side, we cannot see other. The
Buddha elaborated the good and bad associated
with money and he also gave some clues on how the
bad side of money can be alleviated.

Buddha clearly mentions in Gihivinaya® that
poverty I1s the root cause of immorality, which creates
crime further resulting In violence, cruelty, theft,
falsehood etc. Buddha tells his followers how
important it is to improve their own economic condition
so as to keep at bay abominable behaviour. This
does not mean that he approved hoarding of wealth
with desire and attachment, which s against his
fundamental teaching, nor did he approve of each
and every way of earning a livelihood. There are
certain immoral occupations, which he condemned
as evil.

Buddha teaches all followers what is
conducive to their own happiness In four paths:

1. To be skilled, efficient, earnest and
energetic in whatever profession they are engaged,
and to know it well.

2. They should protect their income or
property, which they have rightfully earned through
hard work.

3. They should have good friends who are
faithful, learned, virtuous, liberal and intelligent who

will help them along the right path away from evil.

Whitmyer, Claude. 1994. Mindfulness and Meaningful
work. pp.9-10.

Gihivinaya is the householder’s discipline for the laity-
is a set of original teaching imparted by the Buddha in the Si
(©g@ lakasutta, and the commentator concluded at the end
of its explication that “This sutta is called Gihivinaya”.

5

A,

Urynnony @



4. They should spend reasonably, In
proportion to their income, neither too much nor too
little. They should not hoard wealth avariciously, nor
should they be extravagant-in other words, they
should live within their means.’

Then, the Buddha expounded upon the four
virtues conducive to a layman’s happiness in the
hereafter:

- Dana * giving and sharing one’'s own
things with other people with whom 1t is proper that
one should share things.

- Piyavéaca : talking together and discussing
things with pleasant and mild speech.

- Atthacariya : doing things which are useful
for others.

- Samanattata . being even-minded and
without pride.®
These four virtues always attract the heart of other
people.

These terms mean that one should have
faith and confidence in moral, spintual, and
intellectual values. Apart from that, they urge people
to abstain from destroying and harming Iife, stealing,
cheating and adultery. In addition to that, they
encourage people to refrain from falsehood,
intoxicating drinks and drugs. Furthermore, they
influence people to be charitable and generous
without attachment to and craving for wealth. These
can lead one to a state of complete happiness.

The Buddha teaches that a layman who
leads an ordinary family life has following four kinds
of happiness otherwise known as ‘Sukha of Lay
People.’

- happiness which comes from having

wealth

" Chanchamnong, Suwat. 2003. The Buddha's core
teaching, p.64.

8 AN. II. p.ale.

@ Jrynnony

The Buddha preaches to the laypeople of the five
benefits which come from having wealth and having
obtained one's wealth and possessions in ways that
are right and proper

1) To look after one’s own mother and
father, children, wife and servants so
that they may all live happily.

) To look after one's own friends so that
they may live happily.

iii) To ward off danger which arises from
various causes such as iliness etc.

iv) To make five kinds of sacrfices, as
follows:

- relative sacrifice: helping relatives.

- guest sacrifice welcoming guests.

- spinit of the dead sacrifice: offering
merit to the dead.

- king or government sacrifice paying
taxes to the king or government.

- gods sacrifice: dedicating merit to the
gods.

v) Making donations to monks, saints or
charity whose modes of behavior are
right and proper.’

- happiness which comes from spending
wealth liberally on oneself, one’s family,
friends and relatives, and on meritorious
deeds

- happiness which comes from averting
debt.

- happiness which comes from doing
work which 1s moral and blameless.®®

These are examples of kinds of happiness

that Buddha teaches to all human beings in order
that they live a faultess and a pure life, without

committing evil In thought, word, or deed. It must be

®  A°. Pa-caka. lll. p.45.
% A°. Catukka. Il. p. 69.
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noted that afthough the first three kinds of happiness
are materialistic, the Buddha reminds us that
economic and material happiness are not worth one-
sixteenth part of the spiritual happiness arising out of
a faultless and good life.

We can see that the Buddha considered
economic welfare as a requisite for human happiness,
but he did not recognize progress as real and true
happiness if it was only material, devoid of a spiritual
and moral foundation. While encouraging material
progress, Buddhism always lays great stress on the
development of the moral and spiritual character of
people for a happy, peaceful, and contented society.

A common goal in most people's life is to be
peaceful and happy. Being the richest person in the
world does not mean they are the happiest. Although
money can sometimes buy their happiness, It does
not always. Therefore another measurement of
success is how happy we are in our life. It might be
having a warm family and children, having lots of
friends or maybe just having someone who truly
loves us.

In addition, as time changes, the
measurement of success in life also changes. There
is a famous saying which goes like time 1s money, it
shows how the current era values time as its believed
that when one invests one's time wisely, it makes one

wealthy. Thousands of years ago when humans were

still a cavemen, it might have been how big the cave
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was. Hundreds of years ago it might have been how
big our land was. Today it is how much money is In
our bank account, so maybe in the future it might be
something else. Those who make a religion of money
think that if they have lost their money, it means they
have lost everything in life.

In conclusion, the measurement of success
in our lives can be many. It just depends on time, the
goals we have and how they can achieved. Money I1s
Just the first common thing, but it is not the only one.
We always find out internal happiness without
external happiness like we always look at others, but
we hardly look at ourselves Money and material
things are not always the nght answer for one's
happiness In the present. As the proverb says that
money is lost nothing is lost. Health is lost something

is lost. Character s lost everything is lost.
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PETER NUGENT AND THE PTF COLLABORATION
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