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5. The three Supportive conditions of Bodhi

Bodhi is very difficult to attain. We all know that a
Bodhisattava has to spend aeons and aeons in developing
the perfections or Paramt before he attains Bodhi:

1) To be bom as a human being m the human
world which Is the most appropriate place for learning
Is extremely difficult. The reason is that man usually
leamns by companson. We know that a stick 1s long
because we compare it with a shorter one. The human
world is full of things with opposite qualities. The
Buddhist tradition tells us that Bodhisattavas attained
Enlightenment only in the human world; never in a
heaven because there is only enjoyment in heaven; there
Is no misery to compate; neither does a Bodhisattava go
down to attain Bodhi in a hell because there is only
suffering there and no happiness to compare. And the
Buddha says in Dhammapada “kiccho manussa
patilabho to gain humanhood is very difficult”.

2) The appearance of Buddhas in the world is
extremely rare (kiccho Buddhanam uppado). A new
Buddha would appear when the current Buddhism
disappears from the world for, according to tradition, no
two Buddhas could appear and establish two Buddhisms
in the same period. And it is a Buddha who teaches
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Buddhadhamma.

3) Even when Buddhadhamma is available as it is
now it is very difficult for lay pepple to listen to the
preaching of Buddhadhamma (kiccham Saddhammas-
savanam). This truth can be easily seen when we
compare the number of the people who go to the temple
on Buddhist holidays and listen to the sermon with that
of young people who attend a concert.

For the lack of these 3 supportive factors, it is dif-
ficult to attain Bodhi. So one is to undergo repeated re-
births in order to leamn. Life is a long, long process of
learning.

6. What to learn

Now we come to another important component of
Buddhist education, 1. e., what is the subject-matter that
we have to learn. What is worth learning?. The answer
is that the thing worthy of learning is the truth.

Now there are several kinds of truth such as
scientific truth, metaphysical truth, religious truth etc.
What truth is the target of learning in Buddhist
education? In my opinion Buddhism puts emphasis on
the Four noble Truths; Buddhists are encouraged to learn
and realize the Four Noble Truths because they can lead
the practiser to the ultimate goal of life or Bodhi.

Scientific truth gives rise to technology which,
In its turn, gives us

convenience, comfort and entertainment. But
unfortunately technology 1s occasionally used for
destructive purposes. Scientific truths in such cases are
not to blame. It is the technologist in co-operation with
the politician and the military who misuse technology
that are to blame.

At the second thought even these people are not
to blame because they carry out their destructive duties
like inventing and dropping nuclear bombs on hundreds
of thousands of innocent people under the pressure of
the defilements (kilesa) like delusion, greed and anger.
So it is kilesas that are to blame. But unfortunately kile-
sas are not blamed, condemned and overcome by West-
em culture and civilizations. They are regarded as man’s
innate and natural property of all beings. They can live
with kilesas and express them in daily hfe to the extent
suitable to circumstances.

7. The Three Universal Truths

In addition to the Four Noble Truths there is
another set of truths which is the direct and real target
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of learning for Enlightenment. It consists of the following
three Universal truths :

1) Impermance (Aniccam) or constant change of all
compounded things (Sankhard) in the universe. Every
sankhara is changing every moment; nothing remains
exactly the same for two consecutive moments it flows
on and on like the stream of a river. Aryone who has
reahized this truth will be able to subdue or abolish greed
(Lobha) depending on the level of his or her knowledge.
Since even Sankhard is flowing away, 1t is not worth
chnging to; if one clings to anything, one will run the
nisk of being disappomted and suffering. One will let go
and watch the universe flowing under his feet calmly.

2) Imperfectness (dukkham). This pali term is
usually translated suffering in English. This rendering is
correct but not inclusive enough to be applicable to all
Sankhiras, both animate and manimate. Suffenng is
concemned with sensation and therefore applicable to
sentient beings only. But the word imperfeetness can be
applied to both animate and inanimate Sankhara.

The realization of Dukkha will create naturally and
automatically compassion (Karuna) or mercy in the mind
of the realizer. A man with compassionate mind will
never harm other beings in any way because to harm
them means to add more suffering to them who are
already shouldering a lot of suffering. He will only help
them in whatever way he can because to help means
to relieve fellow beings from suffering. Our Lod Buddha
can be cited as an example of a man with great
compassion. (Mahdkaruna) who tirelessly worked Very
hard for the benefit of mankind. He got up at about four
o’clock in the moming and had a rest at 2 o’clock of the
next day. That means he slept only 2 hours a day. The
rest was spent in working for others. Even in the last
moments of his life on his death-bed at kusinari, he
gave and audience to Subhaddha Paribbajaka,
enlightened him and passed away.

3) Impersonality (Anattd) here simply means there
Is no immortal personality that can be called “I” or
“mine” in this natural process consisting of material
component and mental component that flows on and on
in time and space according to the law of cause and
effect.

Clear understanding of impersonality will lead to
destruction of delusion and misunderstanding of all

‘conventional truths and values. One will be liberated

from attachment to and desires for all things and will
enjoys absolute freedom and peace.
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The three ims (impermanence, imperfectness and
impersonality) is the ultimate truth and targets of
learning in Buddhist education.

8. How to learn

Another important aspect of Buddhist education is
Buddhist methodology of learning. In order to
understand this we have to scrutinize the word itself In
the secular circle of education. The ‘education’ is
usually defined ‘as the transference of knowledge, skills,
values, culture etc. from one person to another person
or persons; from generation to generation’. Education
corresponds to the Pali word Sikkha. This word is
interpreted as study, training, disciphne, overcome and
try in the Pali-English Dictionary by Rhys Davids and
Wiliam Stede. The English word training is more
equivalent to the Pali word Sikkha. So education in
Buddhism is to train the three main components of life,
ie, the body and the speech, the mind and the citta.

The body is trained by moral precepts (Sila) such
as not to take life, not to take what is not given, not to
commit adultery not to take intoxicants. The speech is
trained by not to tell lies, harsh language, slander and
foolish babble.

The mind, the four functions of citta. i.e.,
conscioussness (Vififiana) perception (Safifia) and
thought-formation (Samkhara) is trained by
concentration (samadhi).

The citta, the central core of a person where
merit and demerit {(pufifia and papa), all dhammaramman
and characters of a person are kept, is trained by pafifia
or wisdom. When the three sikkha are perfectly
developed, Nana will shine forth and Bodhi will be
achieved. Then life is liberated from samsara or rounds
of rebirth.

9. Criteria for evaluating the Achievement

The last point I want to talk about is how
achievement is measured or evaluated. There are two
criteria. The first is the number of fetters or Samyojanas
he has overcome. The second critenn is the numbers of
rebirths he has to undergo. Regarding the success of
leamning m Buddhist education human beings can be
classified roughly into three main groups as follows:

1) The puthujjanas or ordinary people who are
submerged under thick layers of kilesas. The numbers
of rebirths they have to undergo cannot be numbered.

2) The undergraduate students (Sekka) who have
less fetters and whose rebirths can be counted. The
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sekha are classified into 3 subclasses as follows:

2.1 The stream-winner or Sotappanna who has
extinguished 3 lower fetters of Sakktayditthi or
personality-belief, Vicikiccha or skeptical doubt,
Silabbhataparamasa or clinging to superstition and
creeds- He will undergo not more than 7 rebirths.

2.2 The once-raturner (Sakidagarn) who, in
addition to the extinction of the 3 lower fetters, can have
greed, anger and delusion mitigated. He will be reborn
only once.

2.3 The non-returner (Anagarn) who has abolished
the last two lower fetters; kamardga a (sensuous
craving) and patigha (imtation). After death he will be
bom spontaneously in the Brahma world called the pure
abode (Suddhavisa) and attains Nibbana there without
returning to the human world.

3) The graduate (Asekha) or the Arahant, the
perfect one who has extinguished also the 5 higher
fetters of desire for fire material existence (Ruparaga),
for immaterial existence (aruparaga), conceit (mana)
restlessness (uddhacca) and Ignorance (Avijja). After
death, an Arahant will attain Nibbana.

10. Conclusion

In conclusion [ want to affirm that we are all born
to learn and learn not to be bom again. Life is a long
process of learning. What is most worthy of learning of
all is the truths of the three ims : impermanence, 1mper-
fectness and impersonality. These three ims are inside
us. We see them all the time but we don’t know them
because we are blind-folded by Ignorance. So we are
enjoying ourselves in a buming house as said by the
Buddha.

We are lucky to be bom into the human world
which is the best school for leaming. We are double
lucky to be Bom into the period when Buddhadhamma
1s still available. Everywhere 1s a classroom. Everyone
we mest is our teacher. Everything around you is your
text-book. Every event in your life is a lesson Joyful
events are bad lessons because we have just a little to
learn from them. But hard and painful event are good
lessons. They will make you wiser and stronger than
before. Thank the world school when you encounter
hardships because you are receiving the best lessons.
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ABSTRACT

The cbjectives of this independent research seeks
to study the parents’s satisfaction to management in
the children care center of tambon mai khet Sub
district Administrative Organization, Muang district,
Prachinburi province. By conducting this survey
research, the idea of the quantitative approach was
used, and carried out in the form of a questionnaire
survey. The survey was conducted in student parents’s
as the children care center of tambon mai khet Sub
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district Administrative Organization where 173 copies.
The questionnaire survey was Random Sample by
used Rating Scale, Mean, Standard Deviation and
Content Analysis.

The research of results was found as follows:

The parents’s satisfaction to management in the
children care center of tambon mai khet Subdistrict
Administrative Organization, Muang district, Prachinburi
prdvince that overall and each side were high level
(L = 3.88 O = 0.37). When consider the average from
high mto less found that the average of the highest
practice as environment were high level (U = 3.96
O = 047. Subordinate as educational personnel were
high level, (Ll = 3.93 O = 0.38), administer (Ll = 3.91
G = 0.49), academic (L = 3.89 C = 0.55) and budget
(L =370 C = 0.62).
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