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The Public Governance According to Buddhism
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ABSTRACT

The public governance in Ancient India was found existing before the
Buddha’s lifetime or before the Buddha appeared in the world. After Buddhism
was successfully founded, the Buddha announced a new formation of governance,
which was initially used to govern the ecclesiastical council of Buddhist monks. It
was regarded as one of the best formations of governance in the world. Based on
supremacy of righteousness, such a formation of governance was found to be
difficult for people to understand because it was attached to the principle of
morality. If the leader of the state was a good man, the government was on the
supremacy of righteousness or democracy. In case the state leaders were not
good, the government was inevitably under totalitarianism or dictatorship, not on
righteous governance. Therefore, the mind set in Buddhism was distinctly
dependent upon an individual. If a man was good, everything would be good as
well. As said, @ man was held as an important variable. So, Buddhism was aimed
to develop a good man under certain indicators as a criterion for a good man.
Nevertheless, there was also a way to access each level of good, proclaimed by
the Buddha.

Monarchy or self-dependence (the supremacy of self), including the
present dictatorship, was regarded as the same system because the state
sovereignty was under one person. If the leader was righteous, the state prosperity
and the well-being of people in the state were expected. Conversely, if the leader

was without righteousness, he was promptly believed to lead the state to disaster.
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The state administration of fellowship, either oligarchy or democracy, was
participated with several people to co-operate the state. In case the leader group
were good with virtue, the state would be developed and prospered in all aspects
and the failure of the state administration would decrease under the scrutinization
of many people. Contrastingly, if the leader group were wicked, the big mistakes
would increase.

As seen, the supremacy of righteousness was regarded as the most perfect
government expected by the majority of people in the world.

Keywords: Monarchy, Republic State, Supremacy of Righteousness
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