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Sovereignty and Buddhism in Thailand
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ABSTRACT

The foundation of a state was surely dependent upon the people and the
foundation of any religion was also the same because of its followers, who were
known the same people in that state. In fact, both the state and the Buddhist
Authoritative Council were said to have the same people, and each of them was
dependent upon and associated with each other because the same group of
people became their acceptors. So, both of them were not separated from each
other because of integrity. The state or the kingdom was said like the human
body, and the religion’s authority was in comparison of the human mind. The
body and the mind had to combine together and could not be separated.

There were distinct duties between the state and the Buddhist
Authoritative Council but some duties were operated together. The state had its
duty to support and protect the religion. For example, the budget was allotted by
Thailand’s government to support and promote the Buddhist affairs whereas the
state authorities were taught and trained to be good persons by the Buddhist
monks. In case the state authorities were found without morality and virtue, it
would be referred to the Buddhist Authoritative Council’s ignorance of duties.
Conversely, if the Buddhist Authoritative Council were not protected as much as
possible, the state was said to ignore its duties, as well.

Whenever duties of both sides were completed, in the state, social

balance arose, well-being of people appeared, peace and orderliness existed, and
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no social problems occurred. Inversely, if duties of any side were ignored, certain
problems would immediately arise somehow.

Regarding the social change to the country’s governance value, most of
Thai people were in flavor of democracy. Such a mindset resorted to the Sangha
administration. The Council of Buddhist monks in Thailand was distinctively said
under the state control through the country’s Sangha Act, so-called the state
instrument to govern the Council of Buddhist monks in Thailand, apart from the
Doctrine and Discipline, appointed by the Buddha, the founder of Buddhism. It
was that the state came into governing the council of Buddhist monks, who

accepted what the state performed as seen at present.
Keywords : State Sovereignty, Buddhist Authoritative Council, Kingdom
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