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Abstract

Thai society, the society of the Buddhist, was obviously
characterized by Buddhism. As said, most of Thai people, from the king to
common persons, believed in and behaved themselves under the Buddhist
principles as their living ways. So, Thai character, which was regarded as smile,
friendliness and a warm welcome to strangers, seemed distinctly different from
other nations. The problem on conflicts or disagreement between Thais and
foreigners was likely found because most of Thai people, about 95%, believed in
Buddhism. However, Buddhism in Thai society was mostly mixed with local
people’s animism. The religious behavior of those people was complicated
together with paying respect to Buddhist monks and worshipping the spirits or
ghosts. As regards, Thai living life looked very simple, submissive, and modest, and
Thai people seemed friendly, good-natured, well-mannered, and justice-loving.
Especially, Thai people solved any problem without violence. Such traits of Thai
people’s values and characters as generosity, freedom-loving, pleasure-loving, and
reverence to the senior, were derived from Buddhism as a tool to control Thai
people’s physical, verbal and mental behaviors. As regards, the teachings in
Buddhism were counted as a heritage of wisdom civilization for mankind, giving
the worldwide people blisses. Proclaimed by the United Nations, the sublime
wisdom of Buddhism was specially accepted to lead the people to meet peace,
independence and enormous love because Buddhism was the humankind-

centered religion.
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