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ABSTRACT

This research was to study the origin, pattern and composition of the Kwai
Luang merit-making ceremony and to analyze the dance procession in this ceremony
at Ban Mad, Chiang Khwan District Roi Et Province. It is qualitative research. The
samples used in the research were: A group of those performing duties in the buffalo
ordination ceremony a local sage Isaan dance specialist Isaan music expert The
research tools were observational and interview forms. Data were analyzed by
descriptive analysis.

The results showed that the Kwai Luang merit-making ceremony is a
tradition that has been handed down since ancient times and is popularly held
during the sixth lunar month of every year. The event is caused by the villagers
believing that organizing an offering to Chao Pho Hong Daeng will make them live
peacefully and happily. In addition to the ceremony, two people are performing the
dance and in local terminology, it is called "Kwai Luang Yai" is the main function of
the event, and "Kwai Luang Noi" is a preparation for being the Kwai Luang Yai in the
future. In case of the Kwai Luang Yai is incapable of performing duties or dies, there
will be the Kwai Luang Noi instead. At the same time, the style of the dancing
process was found that the procedure of the Kwai Luang mimics the posture of
animals (buffalo), which is called the "Ta Ha Gin Ya", describes the way of life, by the
Kwai Luang Yai has a specific posture that differs from the Kwai Luang Noi, eight
poses in total because it is the main dancer of the merit-making ceremony so there
were more postures and steps than the Kwai Luang Noi. It is also the transmission of
the process of dancing from the ancestors from the past to the present. Therefore,
the researcher has analyzed the data and collected important information in writing

to create empirical data for the benefit of interested parties to study further.
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