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ABSTRACT

This is a qualitative research study that explores Fon-kaew, also known as the
Courtship dance, and its role in the performance of Mor Lam Klon. The study has three
objectives to investigate the origins and components of Mor Lam Klon performances,
to examine the characteristics of the Courtship dance, and to study the techniques
used in the dance. To gather data, the research team conducted document analysis,
fieldwork observations, and interviews. They used observation and interview forms as
data collection tools and recruited 11 knowledgeable participants, 6 performers, and
30 members of the general public as their sample. The data was analyzed using
phenomenological analysis.

The study found that Mor Lam Klon originated from traditional Mor Lam,
which involved religious questioning by monks and Courtship dance performances by
young men and women from the Isan region. The Mor Lam Klon performances consist
of eight components, including performers, melody, lyrics, musical instruments,
costumes, stage, performance opportunities, and procedures. The Courtship dance
technique used in Mor Lam Klon varies depending on the region. In Ubon Ratchathani,
the dance is characterized by a slow and graceful style that emphasizes gentleness
and sweetness, with eight movements. In Khon Kaen, the dance has a lively and
cheerful rhythm with playful gestures and 15 movements. In Phuthaisong, the dance
has a fast and powerful rhythm with vigorous and wild movements, featuring 16
movements. The techniques used in the Courtship dance serve to create an enjoyable
and entertaining atmosphere for the audience while showcasing the performers' skills,
knowledge, and improvisational abilities. The beauty of the dance is not solely reliant
on technical proficiency but also on the relationship between the performers, the
rhythm, the direction of movement, body gestures, and the genuine expression of
emotions conveyed by the duo. The study identifies five main styles of Courtship
dance: dance strategies to showcase performers' skills, dance strategies to court one
another, dance strategies to demonstrate aggressive and defensive postures, dance
strategies to show off one's talents, and dance strategies for competitive purposes.
These styles are rooted in the wisdom and exemplary art of the Courtship dance in

Northeastern Thailand.

Keywords : Courtship dance; The essence of classical dance; Strategies; Mor Lam Klon
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