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Abstract

The objective of this research was to compare the levels life skills among primary school
students under Buriram Primary Education Service Area Office 1 according to gender and primary
educational level. The concept of the life skill based on The Basic Education Core Curriculum B.E.
2551 (A.D.2008) of the Ministry of Education, Thailand, consisted of four main components: (i) self-
realization and self-esteem, (ii) analytical thinking, decision making and creative problem-solving, (iii)
emotional and stress management, and (iv) interpersonal relationship. Participants selected by
stratified random sampling were 1,053 primary school students in schools under Buriram Primary
Education Service Area Office 1. The research instrument used in this study was a five-rating scale
questionnaire with 58 questions. The discrimination of items in the questionnaire ranged between
0.245 and 0.854, and the reliability was 0.974. Data were analyzed by using independent-sample t-
test, one-way analysis of variance (One-Way ANOVA) and post-hoc comparison using the least
significance difference (LSD).

The findings based on independent sample t-test revealed that there was a statistically
significant difference in the level of life skills in overall and all components between boys and girls
(p<.05). However, the result based on one-way ANOVA found that there was no statistically significant
difference in the levels of life skills in overall and all components (p<.05) except for the component

of an analytical thinking, decision making and creative problem-solving.

Keywords: Life skills, Primary school students, Buriram Primary Education Service Area 1
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