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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this research was to cluster vocational students according to
adversity quotient characteristics. Data used in the study was gathered from the research
project, “The Scale Construction of Adversity Quotient According to the Buddhist Path for
Vocational Students in Thailand’ conducted by Donmuang (2018). Based on Donmuang’s
literature synthesis and scale development, the adversity quotient consisted of eight
factors, namely: (i) Chanda (Passion), (ii) Viriya (Diligence), (iii) Citta (Mind Consciousness), (iv)
Vimangsa (Investigation), (v) Sathha (Faith), (vi) Sati (Mindfulness), (vii) Samathi (Meditation),
and (viii) Panya (Wit). Data were collected from 1,935 vocational students who were
enrolled in the public vocational schools/colleges in the Office of the Vocational Education
Commission (Thailand) throughout the whole Thai Kingdom. The research instrument was
an online questionnaire which the participants were able to access between November
2015 and January 2016. Data were analysed using descriptive statistics, exploratory factor
analysis (EFA), cluster analysis using K-Means technique and one-way analysis of variance
(One-Way ANOVA).

The finding based on cluster analysis using K-Means technique revealed that the
appropriate number of clusters was three clusters. Interestingly, it was found that the level
of all eight adversity quotients was consistent in each cluster, namely ‘high’, ‘medium’

and ‘low’ adversity quotients.
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