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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aims 1) to develop students by creating knowledge of
cultural communication, 2) to develop students in using English for cultural coommunication,
and 3) to develop students by designing a database and using information technology to
support the use of English for cultural communication. The subjects of the study were
20 fourth year English major students at Ubon Ratchathani Rajabhat University, the data
was collected during the second semester of 2016. The instruments were an English short
role play, in-depth interviews, and a participant observation form. Data was analyzed by
using content analysis by identifying words or messages from participants’ opinions and
interpreting, synthesizing, and analyzing them logically. Analytic induction was used for
the conclusion. Discussion was based on facts empirical data from situations, incidents,

relationships, and significant issues in order to answer the research questions.

The finding revealed that 1) student development as a result of creating
knowledge of cultural communication was made by using a research base approach
and managing an activity to enhance knowledge and raise awareness of the importance
of local silk weaving. The activity was collaborative learning between the students and
a local philosopher in the silk weaving community at Ban Nong Bo. This method clearly
raised students’ interest and enthusiasm after participating in the activity. Moreover, the
results showed that students and local villagers together develop their awareness of
the value of local silk weaving. This method also supported a collaborative community
development in the community. 2) Student’s development of using English for cultural
communication was done by emphasizing of research base approach and community
participation. Six activities for collaborative sharing and exchanging knowledge were held.

After participating in the activities, the students developed their systematic thinking skills
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and logical thinking processes. They also thought of common interests rather than personal
interests. Moreover, they were able to work with others with wide vision and were able
to transfer their knowledge and information that they had gained to develop the local
community. The process consisted of identifying the research problem, followed by,
searching for relevant information and performing an English role-play, finalising in the
transfer of knowledge, awareness, and the value of local wisdom, via the role-play, to
the youth in the community. 3) Student development by designing a database and using
information technology to support the use of English for cultural communication was
done by creating a database website that followed the identified needs of the community
and students to publicize local silk weaving in Ban Nong Bo and also to Thai and foreign

tourists who seek detail about the community.

Keywords: English for Cultural Communication
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