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Thai Teacher Development for Educational Reform

Theerapong Budsarakoon

Graduate School, Siam Technology College

E-mail: theerapong1916@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

This research aimed to examine Thai teachers’ present state of problems; to
study characteristics of quality Thai teachers; and to investigate Thai teacher development
for educational reform. The data were collected through questionnaires, which were
distributed across Thailand to 384 teachers in primary, secondary, welfare and special
education schools under the auspices of the Office of Basic Education Commission,
Ministry of Education. Krejcie & Morgan’s table was used in sample size determination.
The document synthesis was conducted, while the acquired data were analyzed using

the descriptive statistics, namely, frequency and percentage.

According to research results, most teachers were female and lived in the
southern region of Thailand. Currently, it was found that the weakness of teachers
involved their inexperience and inability to disseminate knowledge to students. Besides,
the educational problem suffered by teachers was the lack of personnel and of teachers
with discipline-specific qualifications. Respecting the possible solution for educational
problem in local area, teachers should always broaden their knowledge and engage in
self-development in order to be prepared for teaching subjects, which were not their
graduated major program. They also viewed that the educational reform should be made
for the sake of educational advancement, development towards universality and response
to technologies. Additionally, the characteristics of quality teachers included 1) teacher’s
spirit, 2) knowledge and skills of learning management and assessment, 3) interpersonal
relationships skills and responsibilities, 4) ability to efficiently facilitate learning, and 5)
frequent acquisition of knowledge for self-, learner and instructional developments. With
recard to Thai teacher development, public agencies or organizations involving in such
issue should take the following development initiatives: 1) encouragement for continual
teacher development e.g. conference attendance, further education, field study, receipt of

supervision and acquisition of expertise through relevant learning and teaching practicum,
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2) creation of teacher development networks in- and outside educational institutions for
knowledge exchange among teachers such as virtual (online) networks, discipline-specific
teacher networks, networks of teachers with good teaching techniques and general
teacher networks, 3) teacher development with the participation of public, private and
local organizations, and 4) introduction of annual teacher development coupons, which
were distributed on the basis of learners’ accomplishments to individual teachers for
the instructional improvement purpose. Lastly, self-development outcomes were also

incorporated as a part of teacher evaluation.

Keywords: self-development, teacher development, educational reform
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