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ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine: the circumstances of the folk wisdom inheritance of
health care and benefits of herbs. The population in this study included: (1) doctor of Thai
traditional medicine and pharmacy folk wisdom improvement club at M. 4, Ban Nonsrithong,
Muang District, Bueng Kan Province, (2) Phu Tok herbal cultivator and transformation group
at M. 6, Ban Khamkhanpatthana, Nasang Subdistrict, Sriwilai District, Bueng Kan Province,
and (3) Thai wisdom conservationists group at M. 11, Ban Mai Chaiyaphon, Chaiyaphon
subdistrict, Muang District, Bueng Kan Province. The simple random sampling method
was used, and the participants were selected by purposive sampling method included:
herbal philosophers, local pharmacy, 3 heads of herbal groups, herbal group members,
and the relatives who are carried on the herbal folk wisdom. The data were collected
by the researchers and analyzed by the qualitative data analysis which emphasized on
participatory action research (PAR). The research instrument included structured interview
adapted from Chaichana (2004).

The findings of the present study were as follows: 1. There were 2 types of the folk
wisdom inheritance of health care and benefit of using herbs of Bueng Kan herbs group:
(1) inherited wisdom from family’s member, (2) training with medical organizations. The
first type or the inherited wisdom from family’s member was the factor that has more
influent to the number of people who earn a living by herbs. However, the second type
or the folk wisdom received from training with medical organizations was the factor that
can enhance occupations related to herbs to be acceptable and stable. The results found
that, the heads of all herbal groups were trained from medical organization and received
Art of Healing Professional license. Besides, several herbal products were improved such
as herbal compress, powders, bolus, and capsule which could encourage herbal products

to be more diversified and comfortable for taking and maintaining. For the family inherited
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wisdom, the people in the family were trained by practicing and giving suggestions during
activities to complete 3 targets: (1) maintaining target, (2) economic and support target,
and (3) conservation target. After receiving inherited herbal folk wisdom, the inheritors
could use the knowledge in 3 aspects: (1) use for taking care of themselves, relatives,
intimates, and other people, (2) use for inheriting to intimates, (3) use for stimulating the

importance of herbs and herbal conservation.

Keywords: Model, Folk Wisdom, Health Care, Utilization, Herb
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